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SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OP CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT LON NOL 
CINCPAC POR POLAD 

1 . ON APRIL 3 I PRESENTED CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT LON NOL. 
IN COURSE OP PRIVATE CONVERSATION POLLOWING CEREMONY I 
MADE POLLOWING THREE POINTS WITH KHMER CHILE OP STATE: 

(A) UNLIKE OTHER POSTS I COULD NOT CONFINE CONVERSA- 
TION TO SOCIAL AMENITIES. MILITARY SITUATION 
IN KHMER REPUBLIC REQUIRED MY RAISING SUBSTANTIVE 
MATTERS AT WHAT IS OTHERWISE TRADITIONAL CEREMONY. 
SPECIFICALLY. I MENTIONED THAT DATT COLONEL 
BURNELL HAD RETURNED YESTERDAY PROM BESIEGED 
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OP KAMPOT ON GULP OP SIAM 
AND HAD NOTED DETERIORATING MILITARY SITUATION. 

THE PRIENDLY PORCES THERE HAD WITHDRAWN 
ABOUT ONE KILOMETER ON THE WESTERN PLANK 
THEREBY REDUCING THE AREA HELD BY FANK TO 
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ROOM LEFT TO WITHDRAW FURTHER AND HAD TO 
STAND NOW IF FANK WAS NOT TO LOSE THIS 
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL. LOSS OF KAMPOT AFTER 
LOSING OUDONG LAST WEEK COULD BE INTERPRETED 
BY INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION AS SIGNIFICANT 
KC SUCCESSES AND EVIDENCE OF FANK'S INABILITY 
TO STNAD AGAINST ENEMY ATTACK. I NOTED ACTIONS 
TAKEN BY FANK AND KHMER AIR FORCE YESTERDAY 
TO IMPROVE MILITARY SITUATION IN KAMPOT 
FIRST BY SENDING ADDITIONAL TROOPS INTO 
KAMPOT AND SECONDLY BY KAF PROVIDING AC-47 
COVERAGE AT NIGHT. FANK'S TASK IS NOW TO 
CONTINUE REINFORCING GARRISON AND PROVIDE 
EFFECTIVE AIR SUPPORT SO THAT THE FANK 
DEFENDERS CAN WITHSTAND FURTHER ENEMY 
PRESSURES. LON NOL TOOK NOTE OF MY PRESENTA- 
TION AND INDICATED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE 
PROBLEM. THE PRESIDENT IS NOT A PARTICULARLY 
ARTICULATE PERSON BUT I GATHERED FROM HIS 
RAMBLINGS THAT FANK WOULD TAKE NECESSARY 
STEPS TO STRENGTHEN KAMPOT WITHOUT DELAY. 

(B) I THEN RAISED WITH LON NOL THE NEED FOR 
CAMBODIANS TO MAKE MAXIMUM EEFORT IN EVERY 
FIELD OF ENDEAVOR - MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE - TO CONVINCE U.S. THAT THEY 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE FULL SUPPORT 
THAT PHNOM PENH IS PRESENTLY GETTING TO 
WITHSTAND COMMUNIST AGGRESSION. I SAID THAT 
WE WERE -IN THE SAME BOAT" AND TO THE EXTEND 
THAT WE CAN SHOW TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, 
CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH THAT THE 
KHMERS ARE DOING THEIR BEST, IT WOULD 
FACILITATE OUR TASK OF JUSTIFYING CONTINUED 
SUPPORT EOR KHMER CAUSE. LON NOL REPLIED 
THAT HE IS FULLY AWARE OF THE NEED FOR KHMERS 
TO PROVE THAT THEY ARE WORTHY OF CONTINUING 
U.S. ASSISTANCE AND IN THIS CONNECTION 
EXPRESSED DEEP GRATITUDE FOR STAUNCH SUPPORT 
HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT HAD RECEIVED EROM THE 
U.S. 
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(C) DISCUSSION OF POINT (B) PERMITTED ME TO 
MAKE SOME COMPLIMENTARY COMMENTS ABOUT 
THE EEFECTIVE PEREORMANCE OF CAMBODIAN 
AMBASSADOR UM SIM IN THE U.S. LON NOL WAS 
PLEASED TO HEAR THAT HIS AMBASSADOR WAS AN 
EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON. 

2. 1 HAVE BEEN IN PHNOM PENH ONLY 72 HOURS BUT FIND 
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THAT PRESSING OPERATIONAL NEEDS HARDLY GIVE ME TIME TO 
UNPACK BEEORE DEALING WITH THE NEXT CRISIS. 

DEAN 
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